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February 2, 2018 
 
Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
We are all excited to enter into the month of February.  There are many things happening in our school 
this week and I will try to capture it all for you in a succinct manner and also, share daily reminders via 
School Dojo. We will have been together for 100 Days and will be celebrating this auspicious event on 
February 15th.  We will be engaging in an all-school Home School connection by creating collections of 
100 collections.  We had originally shared that we would be dressing up but have instead opted for this 
activity as it will most clearly show how much children have learned and how they conceptualize that 
very big number. 
 
Our school will also celebrate Kindness Week from February 19th-23rd.  Our students will be engaging in 
acts of kindness and receiving acknowledgement with stickers that will have our fantastic Brandt Bear 
emblazoned on them.  Look out for these stickers and encourage acts of kindness always.  I would invite 
you to document these and either email or message me via Dojo so that I may share and inspire others to 
keep it going. Also, as you know this is Black History Month and we will be spending the entire month 
highlighting and acknowledging the contributions of the African-American community.  Every grade will 
be learning about such notable figures as Benjamin Banneker, George Washington Carver and my 
personal heroine Madam C.J. Walker.  She was an African American entrepreneur, philanthropist, and a 
political and social activist.  She was the first female self-made millionaire in this great country.  We have 
so many budding entrepreneurs in our school who will surely find inspiration in her and the other friends 
we they will become acquainted with. We will have daily readings from selected representatives in each 
class during our Morning Announcements.  
 
This week I was lucky enough to attend two presentations that were put on by Mile Square Theater 
through their work in Passports to Learning that truly impressed me. It is always so amazing to see 
students express themselves artistically through song and dance. The students showed control of their 
craft and seriousness for art in both of these moments. I saw children shining bright and exhibiting a 
heightened level of confidence. Art does that and I am so proud of the work that we are seeing in the 
Passports to Learning program. I am excited for what is to come in this next semester.  
 
I want to send a reminder regarding arrival time. We begin to move our lines from the lower level at 8:15 
am. We then keep the doors open until 8:18 am as we “board” the first late train. As you know, once the 
double doors are closed children will receive a late slip and will be escorted up to the third floor via other 
trains that are led by certificated staff. It is our collective goal to get students into classrooms to begin 
their instructional day in an organized and thoughtful manner. We thank you for your support in this 
endeavor. We also want to remind you regarding the importance of daily attendance. As the old saying 
goes, “You miss a day; You miss a lot”. Attendance matters to us all and ensuring that we do all that we 
can to collaborate to ensure that it is successful is our shared goal. The Brandt School planner received in 
September by all students shares some really great information regarding absences and tardiness.  
 
Finally, remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-
up and around our amazing little town! 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 


